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protoplasmic cells arranged in organic form, and the organs specialized and federated into a sentient, reproductive animal, we regard the relationship between the cells and organs (which are all alike, yet all different) as still another distinctive form of energy—that of the human individual.
But when we get a hundred million men and women organized into special sexes, ages, trades and professions, and these federated and refederated into a modern State, we decline to admit that there arises therein a new and distinct form of life and energy—the sociological—between individuals. We insist upon dragging into the question at every point the human nature within each unit—each different, it is true, yet averaging as like as any million molecules. We decline to see that human institutions may themselves have an organic life, growth, reproduction and death—as independent of the myriad of individual lives, growths, passions and deaths within them, as the history of our solar system as a whole is independent of the internal natures of its component parts; which last are much more diverse than are different human natures. We fail to see that the written history of mankind records the growth, not of individual man— for evolutionary science declares this growth to have been completed before the dawn of history—but of this institutional organism of human relationships, an organism as distinct from individual man as the latter is distinct from his own component protoplasmic cells. That is why we fail, at present, of a consistent and satisfactory science of sociology: we have not yet taken it up as a department of universal energetics.
With our civilization now approaching a feverish paradox of farce and tragedy, with stupendous rates of production and transportation of the means for life rising in rivalry with stupefying rates of poverty, suicide, insanity and crime; with our cost of living rising while labor-saving aids multiply; with our system of exchange left as religiously to the care of chaotic antagonism of interests and duplication of effort as our systems of production have been subjected to the last refinement of cooperative organization—with all these phenomena becoming the characteristic ones of our world-civilization, the sociological doctors-disagree, both as to diagnosis and remedy, more and more hopelessly. It is high time that the said doctors were sent back to school, and there impregnated with a vigorous concept of thes itd identity of natural action in the most remote   abysses  ofIT years had elapsed, that all of the original radiation from our sun would have ceased its continuous existence, and been either reflectedow, as well as to Mr. Burgess:
